V 
_ 


RAFTSMEN 


> i x ky 
* w, 
_ TY? * * 7 
A ; 
7 2 
oy 5 i . * 7 
7 
2 i Si yy — 
* * 45 
ET 5 1 
* 4 = * * 
13 W. A 
* : 9 9 
* 8 18 R "0 


N 4 
IRE" 


3 
* 
* * 
* 
Ty 
2 
i 
n 
* 
tat * 
* * 
* 
5 % 
> 
© 
© « 
x 
| C 


* 
8 


i 


UPON SEVERAL. 


- VERSES OF THE NINETEENTH CHAPTER 


OF THE 


Acts of the Apoſtle 


* 


COMPOSED IN THE STYLE OF THE LATE 


x 


DANIEL BURGESS. 


- 


_— P ag 
K 


- 


Nibil rerum mortalium tam inflabile ac fluxun ef, 


Tacir . 


i nixæ. 
= 


ſua v 
A New on. 


W 


Jama potentiæ non 


wth 


: ingham, . 
PRINTED AND SOLD BY J. THOMP 


Bi 


JON, 


by > 
— ores 


6 


x 


MDCCXCI, 


* 
_ 
% 
I 2 
x . - : 


. LAY 


bs "4 3 n r I” RL) II 
vie We eee IR, 
ck DNF T5 


— 


— — — — — - — 
2 - r — — ³1Oü ere _- 


THE — 


Ta E effect which the following 


Sermon had upon the public mind at the 
time 1t was publiſhed, is a ſufficient apo- 
logy for again calling the attention of 
the world to it * a neu edition. Fe 


The threats of a diſtinguiſhed prelate 
to ſuppreſs a work then much read *, 
was the principal cauſe of its firſt publi- 
cation. So ſtriking were the truths it 
contained, fo clearly did it ſet forth the 
_ abſurdity and the injuſtice of perſecution, 
that the flame of party which then raged | 
with furious violence, though not extin- 
guiſhed, was at its appearance viſibly 
abgtad. May we not then hope, if at 
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the flames of perſecution once more 

kindled. Virtuous and reſpectable men, 
| whoſe only crime was to have exerciſed 
their faculty of reaſon, have been doomed 
even in the eighteenth century, to ſee 
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men, by a furious and inſtigated 
mob. 
ſophy has been ſecure; but this barbarous 
band fought to drag from its lanctuary 
the wiſeſt and the beſt of men. Yet 
What had this good man done? Strange 
muſt be the emotions of ſucceeding ge- 
nerations, when hiſtory ſhall record that 
his only crime was to have too well 
pleaded the cauſe of truth; to have op- 
poſed to their hierarchy the golpel, and 
to their politics, reaſon, 


iv E PREFACE. 

that time it drew aſide the veil of de- 
luſion from moderate men, that it will 
no tend to reſtrain a guilty, 0 or unde- 

ceive a . populace. 


The cry 7 hereſy I again renewed ; 


their homes conſumed, and property 


Not even the temple of philo- 
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THE PREFACE, Þ  » 
If ever this Sermon fall into the 
hands of one who can approve of per- 
ſecution, 1f his mind be open to con- 
viction, it will convince him of his folly. 
To have recourſe to violence is to wield 
the laſt weapon of defeat; it is to confeſs 
to the world, that the church he wiſhes 
to ſupport, is neither founded upon reaſon 
nor upon the ſcripture. If its exiſtence 
depends upon incendiaries and robbers, 
then let it fall; and every friend to hu- 
90 muſt triumph in its overthrow. 


To the erben allo, it t holds forth 
a 1 50 not leſs important; from it may 
they learn, that to be perſecuted is not to 
be vicious; it is a tax impoſed upon every 
great and virtuous character: the only 
return ungrateful man made to his re- 
Wer, | was the agonies of the It EE 
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But though ed let not the 
HE friends of reaſon be diſheartened ; their 
Ef Joſſes conſtitute their glory. Inſtead of 
433ös repanng,. 
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repinin g. let them rejoice to be thought 
worthy to ſuffer in ſo glorious a cauſe. 
Though driven from their homes, the 
conqueſt is theirs: for what have their 
opponents urged in the field of contro- 
verſy ? To the Independent Whig, the ſole 
reply was ſacrilkge; and to the reaſoning 

. of a Prieftley, was mo the bowling of 7 
a mob. 


THE 
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I SHALL not this day, my beloved, 
as the uſual manner is, accoſt you with the ſcraps _ 
of a verſe, or only with a whole verſe, out of any 
part of the goſpel; which method is often made 
uſe of in ſuch places as this, purely to avoid 
telling what goes before or comes after; but 
ſhall chuſe for my text the greateſt part of the 
_ 19th chapter of the Acts: and in diſcourſing 


upon this portion of ſcripture, ſo fruitful in good 


inſtructions and N, ""iph 1 ſhall confine PO 
to the ennie method. 


. Finsr, I ſhall ak ſome 3 Obſer- ; 


vations upon the behaviour of the l Paul , 
in n his r Ku 


: II. een I mall Aiſcourſe 1 more maths. 
crys upon pg veries 1 in this chapter: and 


III. T HIRDLY, 
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III. 8 58 laſtly, I ſhall draw from 
: 15 whole, ſome uſeful and ſeaſonable inferences, 
and then conclude. 

15 +: 1 ſhall ke os weneral obſervations 
upon the apoſtle Paul. And, firſt of all, my 
brethren, it 1s note-worthy, that Paul made the 
greateſt change that ever man did, even from a 

perſecutor to an apoſtle; two characters as op- 
poſite as is that of Lucifer to an angel of light. 

As Toon as light from the Lord fell upon him, he 
no longer breathes 7hreatnings and flaughter againſt 

the diſciples; of the Lora, as he had in fore-time, 
nor puts in execution the orders he had about 
him from the high- prieſt, or archbiſhop of the 
Jews, to bring the firſt Chriſtians and Diſſenters 
af thoſe: days, bound to Jeruſalem. On the 
contrary, though he was juſt before an hard- 
hearted perſecutor for the church by law eſta- 
bliſned, on a ſudden, he becomes a lover of the 
faints; and now, Behold he prayeth! Acts ix. 1 1. 


Firſt, Let us learn a leſſon from hence, dearly 
as beloved, as we go along; namely, that as ſoon 
the fear of the Lord entereth into a man's heart, 

the ſword of perſecution droppeth out of his 

hand. Peace, which is the badge of the goſpel; 
and cruelty, which is the coat of arms of Satan, 
cannot dwell together. Bebold he prayeth! 


is IH T6 | Secondly, 
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Sens It is obſervable, that when a zenlat 
leaves his party, and turns Chriſtian, how very 
apt the high party are, ungratefully to forget 
all his former wicked merit; which made him 
dear to them; and to perſecute him for apoſta- 

tiing into mercy and grace. While Paul con- 
tinued the fiery flail of the godly, the prieſts held 
him in high favour, and truſted him with their 
_ ecclefiaſtical commiſſion : and for what? Why, to 
Bring bound to Jeruſalem all thoſe of this way: of 
what way? Why all that forſook the Nabila 
| Jmagogue, and followed Chriſt. | 


2 birdly, . my e that. con- 
ſcience and non- conformity had the powers of 
the world againſt them ſeventeen hundred years 
ago. Paul, the blaſphemer, had a poſt; but 
Paul the convert, Paul the faint, is allowed no 
 toleration; yea, they watched the gates day and 

5 _ to kill him; 125 Bebola be eee 
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3 It i is lobten from the Cale hif- 
tory of Paul, that the grace of God makes a 
man both meek under ſufferings, and bold for 
Chriſt, Here our convert neither returns the 
injury, nor ſlacks his pace in planting the goſpel; 
both hard taſks! He riſked his life and Iaboured 
in the vineyard without pay; a rare thing 1 in this 
our day! when the firſt motive for overſeeing of 
fouls, is fo much a year. The apoſtle drove no 
bargain. 
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bargain about preaching nor made a marker of x 


fal vation. 


Oh! my e how many dignified e 
hes we in our time, who ſet up a likeneſs to 
the apoſtles, without any likeneſs; who take 


great ſums for mock apoſtleſhip, when nothing 


thrives by their miniſtry but their bellies! This, 


my friends, is lamentable, but it is lamentably 


9 1 haſte now to my ſecond general head, 
and will diſcourſe moot upon ſeveral verſes 


be this e, 


BY begin wich wich the 8th, Aud be went into 
the ſynagogue, and ſpake boldly for the ſpace of three 
months, diſputing and perſuading the e concern- 


5 ng the a ff God. 


Fil. And he went into the 8 Ob- £ 


ſerve we here, my beloved brethren, that as 


great bigots as the Jews were, and as great a 
Diſſenter as Paul was, yet they ſuffered him to 
preach in their ſynagogues, or churches. He 
had a clear ſtage, though perhaps not equal fa- 
vour. Now think ye, my friends, if the ſame 
_ apoſtle ſhould come among us here in London, 
at this time, that he would be permitted to 


preach in his own church, unleſs he firſt quali- 


"fied 
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fied himſelf according to the forms and ceremo- 


nies of the church of England by law eſtabliſhed ? 


Or would he, trow ye, get any preferment that 


the black dons could hinder him from, in caſe 
he perſiſted to preach what his Maſter preached 


before him, namely, that * s * Was not 


f this world. 


Secondly, My beloved, we may ſee here, the 


great point of Paul's preaching ; he diſputed and 
perſuaded the things concerning the kingdom of God. 
Not a word of his own ſpiritual dominion ; not 


a word of epiſcopal ſovereigns, who were to de- 


ſcend, as it were, from his loins, and who, with- 
out his inſpiration or miracles, were to ſucceed 
him in what he never had; worldly wealth, 
worldly grandeur, and worldly power; things 
which always marr the kingdom of God, inſtead 


of promoting it; there being no ng be- 
tween n Chriſt and Bchal. 


yy Rn us now RE to the gth verſe, and ſee 


1 * that ſays; But wwhen divers were hardened, 
(obſerve he ſays, when divers were hardened) and 
believed not, but ſpake evil of that way before the 
multitude, he departed from them, and ſeparated the 
di eapler, di W 2 in the e of * en | 


The reed, no doubt, who traded i in cere- 


; ame, and Knew: nothing of Jeſus Chriſt, or of 


inward 
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— 


inward holineſs, were nettled at a new religion, 
which taught men a plain path to heaven, with- 
dut the incumbrances of ſacrifices, or prieſts, -or 
fopperies; a religion, that had a profeſſed _ 
to all * n and all holy trifing. 


Marvel not at it, my beethred. a. religion 
without a hierarchy, and godlineſs without gain, 
will never pleaſe any ſet of high-prieſts : nothing 
will go down with them but pride and grimace, 
and the ready penny. Poor Paul had nothing 
about him of all this, nor did he teach a religion 

that had. All that he brought, was a Chriſt 
crucified, and ſalvation in and through him. 
They therefore ſpake evil of that way before the 
multitude; that is, the priefts told the people that 
Paul was an heretic, and his doctrine was ſchiſm : 
but for themſelves, they had antiquity and the 
fathers on their ſide, with an orthodox church 7 
full of decent types and ceremonies. 


| There needed no more to. o prevent the file 


from doing any good among them: So he de- 


parted from them. This was all the puniſhment 


he de inflited on them, and this was enough. He 


who had the Holy Ghoſt, could have inflicted 


death or miſery on them; but it was oppoſite to 
the genius of his religion, which allows ſpiritual 
paſtors to feed their flocks, but not to force 


__ eee to feed. 


5 
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If a man has not a mind to be ſaved, he has the 


worſt of it himſelf; and what is it to the 1 
as Maſter Selden well remarketh, 


This, my brethren, was the ae 
munication. If you could work no good upon a 


man; or if that man worked miſchief to you, or 


gave you ſcandal; why you would not keep com- 
pany with him. But to give him to the devil, be- 
cCauſe he was already going to the devil of himſelf, 
is to be a miniſter of Chriſt the backward way. 
| Beſides, there was no need of it. The apoſtle, in 


my text, neither curſes theſe unbelieving high 
churchmen, -who hardened themſelves againſt him, 
nor cenſures them, nor fines them; all which, he 
| who had the power of miracles could have done, 
had he liked it. He barely departed from them. 
And if he did not damn them for the ſake of their 
ſouls, ſo neither did he ſurrender them to Beelze- 
bub for the ſake of their money. He demanded 
not a grey groat of them; ſo far was he from 
telling them, Gentlemen, I am your ſpiritual prince, 
pray pay me my revenues. Paul was a witneſs of the 
_ reſurrection, a diſintereſted witneſs, and claimed 
no dues; though others ſince do in his name; 
without being real witneſſes of the reſurrection, 
_ or diſintereſted witneſſes of any thing elſe about it. 


' Diſputing daily in the ſ[chool of one Tyrannus. 


Mark here, my beloved, that both ſchools and 


iynagogues, or churches, were open to him, 
204 though 
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though he was but a new comer, and a non- 


conformiſt. Mark, moreover, that he barely 
diſputed or reaſoned. He was a ſtranger to the 
doctrine of compulſion, He was an apoſtle, by 


virtue of whoſe words and power, all clerical 
acts are pretended to be done ever ſince: and 
yet he himſelf did none, ſatisfying himſelf with 


ſaving ſouls, by exhortation and the aſſiſtance of 


the Spirit, which are not clerical ats. He was 


the chief paſtor upon earth, and held his com- 


miſſion immediately from God; but he impoſed 
nothing but his advice, reaſon and good words 
upon thoſe that heard him. He could have 
forced them (had the Spirit ſo directed) to have 
ſwallowed implicitly all that he ſaid; and either 
_ deſtroyed or diſtreſſed all who refuſed. But the 
Lord Chriſt, my brethren, in his dealings with 
human kind, never uſes means that are inhyman. 


| Here you may diſtinguiſh the ſpirit of Chriſt 


from the ſpirit of high church. For trow ye, my 
friends, that Chriſt or his apoſtles ever delegated 
to weak and paſſionate men, powers and privi- 
leges which, infallible and inſpired as they were, 

they never aſſumed to themſelves? Let us 

- wonder, my brethren, at the impudence of ſome 

men in black! 7 


„ a ibis continued for the ſpace of two years. 
; Obſerve, it is not ſaid that he "es a curate all 
. the while. 7 
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Let us go on to ſas following verſes. And 


; fo that from his body were brought unto the ſick, 


A Va 11, . 
Obſerve, here are certain ſigns of a power 


him, without manifeſting the ſame by certain 
ſigns, are certainly cheats and impoſtors. For a 


wiſdom and goodneſs to give it, and yet leave un- 


If a man bring not infallible proofs of his power, 
how ſhall I know that he has it? Demonſtration 


= fore conſent. We cannot embrace for truth, 
= er from the following verſes. + 


2 ben certain of the va 3 * exorcifts, 
took upon them to call, over them which had evil 


God wrought ſpecial miracles by the hands of Paul, 


bandtercbiefs or aprons, and the diſeaſes departed 
from them, and the evil joins went out * aw; 


from God; and they who pretend a power from 


power given by the all-wiſe God, muſt be given 
for ſome certain end, which will infallibly be 
brought about. It is not conſiſtent with his 


certain that he has given it, when a plain mani- 
feſtation of it is of the utmoſt importance to the 
world, and to the purpoſes for which it is given. 


muſt go before conviction, and conviction be- 


what we take to be a lie. All which will farther 


3 * 
Wang 


ſpirits, the name of the Lord Je eſus, ſaying, we ad- 
Jure you by Jeſus, whom Paul preacheth. Ver. 13. 
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Me may perceive here, that the apoſtles had 
apes in their own time ; fellows who ſet up for 
their | ſucceſſors, before they themſelves were 

dead. They were exorcifts or conjurors, ſo called, 

I preſume, from their pretending to diſpoſſeſs 
| haunted houſes, by the dint of ſpells and forms of 

words. They had now got a new form of words, 


and were going to work with them as faſt as 
they could, boaſting, no doubt, great things of 


their own power. And indeed they took a 
tic method to reſemble the apoſtle, had they 
| ſucceeded in it, but they miſcarried miſerably, as 
| will be ſhewn anon. N 


But what ſhall we TR of Gord moderns, 
| cute ſhameleſs than theſe vagabond Jews) who 
will, right or wrong, be ſucceſſors to the apoſtles, 


without doing any thing that is apoſtolic, but 
what every reaſonable man may do as well. 
They ſhew no ſigns but thoſe of graceleſneſs aa 
pride; and do no 8 but in the * of 5 


| their lives. 95 


Hud there were ſeven ons of « one Sceva, a Jew, = 

and chief of the prieſts, which did ſo. Ver. 14. 

More mimickers of miracles! We ſee the trade 
was growing ſweet, but the ſauce proved ſour; 
| for the evil ſpirit anſwered and ſaid, Jeſus I know, 


and Paul I know, but who are ye? An angry and 
contemptuous queſtion, but full of good ſenſe. 


r 
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Hat the worſt Glow: And the | man in whom the 

evil ſpirit was, leapt upon them, and prevailed 
againſt them, ſo that 1 117 out . that _ naked 5 
and wounded, 0 45 


4 Obſerve here, firſt, That we may eaſily learn 
what power men have from God, by their power 
over the devil. When Paul gave the word of 

command, the devil did not ſtand ſhilly-ſhally, 
nor pretend to parley with one who was em- 
ployed as the Lord's general, againſt the power 
of darkneſs, but was forced to march bag and 
| baggage; and glad, no doubt, that he en 
d off in a whole kin. 


But i, 18 quite 3 when interlopers 
and craft/men, in hopes to make a penny of 
Satan, pretend to drive him out of his quarters, 
though they come in the name of the Lord. 
The devil, in this caſe, ſets up the flag of de- 
fiance, and tells them they are ſcoundrels to their 
faces; Who are ye? Well ſpoken, Satan! They 
were vagabonds, Jews, and prieſts, and the devil 
chhaſtized them accordingly. They fled out of that 
bouſe naked and wounded, The devil got the day, 
and. remained maſter of the field and the baggage. 
He prevailed againſt them. They forged a com- 
miſſion, and the Lord Jeſus, whoſe name "_wT 
abuſed, would not ſtand ads them, Pd ot 
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Sceya, and can be no guard againſt the devil, 


Let us here, ſecondly, my friends, think it no 


ſhame to learn a leſſon from the devil, and take 


no man's word, who pretends to command us 
in matters of faith and ſpiritual obedience, though 
he come in the name of the Lord. Let us exa- 


mine him firſt, and try our own ſtrength upon 
him. Ibo are ye? A pat queſtion and a proper! 
Loet us, beloved, never loſe ſight of it, eſpecially 


when any man would. controul our belief. Be. 
not determined by outſide ſhape and colour. A 


long gown may cover an exorciſt, but let us peep 
Into his inſide, ſearch his life and principles; let 
us try whether he is an apoſtle in his heart and 


his actions; and if he be not, let us deſpiſe him; 
Vea, let us e againf bim. 


5 Glas. third, What great and ſolemn 
ragyeries are carried on in the name of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles; even conjurors and formaliſts 
reap their harveſt, as it were, with the ſickle of 
the goſpel. And if ſuch bold cheats could be 


Practiſed, as it were, under this great apoſtle's 
noſe; what may not be done now he is ſo far 
off? Hoy many exorciſts, how many ſons of 


Sceva, trow ye, have we at this time among us, 
and in this enlightened Proteſtant - country? 
Great numbers, God wot ; yea, great ſocieties. 
Every man, who, in the name of Chriſt or Paul, 

claims to himſelf gain or dominion, is a ſon of 


who 
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* aeſpſes him. e ye now what A 
we 4 5 


5 | Obſerve from hence, fourthly and laſtly, The 
true reaſon of the great wickedneſs which is in 
the world; namely, becauſe we maintain an 
army againſt the devil, of whom he ſtandeth 
not in awe. In the firſt age he was driven out 

= + every corner, and now he poſſeſſes every 
corner; for why? they had apoſtles, and we 
| have the Ju of Kaub 


Aud many that believed came A cow fed, and | 

Bee their deeds, ver. 8. that is, many who had 

been deluded and miſled by theſe reverend de- 
e were now undeceived. 


And many a pa of his tk uſed curious TRY 
brought their books together and burnt them before 
all men; and they counted the price of them, and 

found it fifty thouſand pieces of filver, ver. 19. 


a . 4 FFC ; > a n 25 TOO r * 
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Hoy fertile muſt the world then have been 
in myſterious and conjuring books! What ſyſtem 
of nonſenſe and knavery muſt have been here! 
What gloſſes, commentaries, and riddles! For 

we may be ſure, my beloved, theſe were not 
books of uſeful knowledge and learning, or 
books that taught virtue and morality, ſince 
look; without doubt, the apoſtle would have 


„ preſerved: 
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EIT Te Sib they were juggling and conj vring 
books, ſuch as contained heathen traditions, with 
falſe miracles and falſe doctrines, and were pro- 


| bably full of metaphyſical diſtinctions, and the 


- controverſial divinity of thoſe days, ſuch as bun- 
9 dles of fooliſh ſermons, pagan ſyſtems, articles 
of their faith, formularies, lying myſteries, caba- 


ultical nonſenſe, and the high church pamphlets 


of that age; all oppolite to the Giving: truths 
uttered by Pau. 8 


80 mightily grew the word of God, 155 pre- : 

vailed, ver. 20. Take notice here, men and 

brethren, that the ready way to make the word 

of God grow and prevail, was to burn all the 

prieſts' books. Oh, my beloved, that our eyes 

-  werealſo l what fuel mould. we have for | 
bonfires ! Eo 1 


= e occurs cee dunn this and 
the 23d verſe, which tells us, that the ſame time 


ßere aroſe no ſmall ſtir about that way. And then 


certain man named Demetrius, a fibverſmith, which | 


muadę ſilver forines for Diana, brought no ſmall gain = 
'  wnlo the crafifmen, whom be called together, with 
| the workmen of like occupation; and ſaid, Sirs, ye 


5 know that by this craft we have our wealth: More- 


over, ye ſee and hear, that not alone at Epheſus, but 
almaſt throughout all Afia, this Paul hath perſuaded | 


and 
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and turned away much people, ſaying that they be no 


gods which are made with hands; ſo that not only 
this our craft is in danger to be ſet at nought ; but 
alſo, that the temple of the great -Goddeſs Diana 
ſhould be deſpiſed, and her magnificence ſhould be 


deſtroyed, whom all Aſia and the world worſbippetb. 


A notable ſpeech, and a fair confeſſion ! He 
kept a ſhop for the deity, and got a world of 
money by this godly trade, and rather than loſe 


it, he will oppoſe N and maintain his 
craft n Jeſus Chriſt, 


This mechanical prieſt, and his brethren, 1 re- 


tainers to Diana, had loſt many kind cuſtomers 
by Paul's preaching; their holy gear began to lie 
upon their hands; folks' eyes were opened, and 
the cheat was diſcloſed: upon which the Re- 


verend Dr. Demetrius and the whole convocation 
of prieſts and craftſmen reſolve to accuſe the 


apoſtle as an enemy to the church, and an under- 


miner of its rights and intereſts. Sirs, ſays Mr. 


Prolocutor, Ye know that by this craft we have our 
wealth, Now if this Paul goes on to perſuade 


people, as he does, that all our gain is built on 


« deceit, and that our trade is of human inſtitu- 5 
& tion, our function will fall into contempt, and 


e ye into W 
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All this was artfully addreſſed to the intereſt 
and avarice of his brother craftſmen, who ſharing 
the benefit of the cheat, and living plentifully 
upon eccleſiaſtical revenues of the eſtabliſhed 
church of Diana, had motives ſufficient to en- 


gage them in the defence of the ſaid church and 
cheat. ps 


Now he hs a ak for Garching the vines, 
by telling them what danger there was of the 
church; and leſt the temple of the great Goddeſs 
Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, and her magnificence be 


| deſtroyed, whom all Aſia and the world worſhipped. 
What pity it was that ſo pure and primitive a 


church, and the moſt orthodox and beſt-conſti- 


tuted church in all Alia; ſhould be in ſuch pos 
danger! | 5 


[Obſerve * L, de: beloved, what * 
falſe knaves and godleſs infidels theſe prieſtly 
crew were. If they believed that their miſtreſs, 
the Goddeſs, who had indeed the beſt accuſtomed 


Church in all Aſia, was as great as they pretended 
ber to be, why did they miſtruſt her power to 


protect her own grandeur and defend herſelf? 
eſpecially againſt a ſingle man, whom they re- 
preſented as an enemy to the gods and their 
church, and who was conſequently the more eaſy - 
1 be defeated or E aeroyed 7 ? But if they knew 
her 
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her unable to defend her divinity, and ſupport 
her church, with them, her prieſts and tradeſ- 
men; then were they in reality cheats and un- 
believers, though ad Hae grave and zealous 
votaries. 


Take notice, in the ſecond place, of the wide 
difference that there is between theſe high- prieſts 
church, and the bible church! The prieſts church 
being a trading church, and money being her 
end, and grimace her ware, which were the ſource 
ol their authority and reverence; whatever en- 


lightened the people, marred the market of the : 


prieſts. By this craft we have our wealth; © While 

e we can by bawling and lying put off our trum- 
ce pery for religion, it will always ſell well; other- 
< wiſe, it will not be worth a groat; let us con- 
© tend for our trumpery, and cry, The church | ** 
Accordingly we find the auditory in the next 
verſe actually practiſing the advice given them 
by this high church preacher, and roaring for 
Diana of Epheſus, or which is the ſame thing, for 
the church, Zy this craft we have our wealth. 


This, my friends, was the ſpirit of the prieſts 
church, ſo oppoſite to that of the 4ible-church ; 
which, being founded upon a rock, fears neither 
rain, nor ſtorms, nor Diſſenters, nor falſe bre- 

 thren; yea, ſhe is founded upon a rock, which 

rock is Chriſt ; and whoever truſts in him, and 


B 4 believes 
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believes the ſcripture, cannot think his church in 
danger. Indeed, if his church is founded upon 
hoods and caps, and cringes and forms, and filthy 
lucre, he may well dread the judgment of God, 
and the reaſon of man; for they are both againſt 
him and his dowdy, and his church will totter as 
ſoon as ever common ſenſe takes it by the collar. 
By fearing for the ſuperſtructure, he owns the 
foundation to be ſandy. Jo this _ we bade 
our wealth, | 


1 heſe bens is a rout Sat the 65 | 


1 of their church. Why, my brethren, it ought to 


be in danger, like a ſorry bundle of inventions 
and gimcracks, as it was. But for the pure, the 


primitive church of Chriſt, The gates of bell ſb = 
not prevail againſt it. Yea, the craftſmen ſhall 


not prevail _ i who are the foreſt ene- 
mies it ever had It is founded upon a rock. 
Paul does not once complain in all the Ne, 
Teſtament, that his church was in danger, nor 
does any other of the apoſtles or evangeliſts. 
Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but the word of 
the Lord abideth for ever. What ſay our craftſmen 
to this? Either they know it not, or believe it 

not. Paul, whenever he mentions dangers or 


pPerils, in his Epiſtles, means perils to his own 


| Perſon: nor did he by his own perſon, ever in 


| all his life, mean the church. But Paul had the 


| *. of God; he was no "yy man. I 
We 
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We, my beloved, who are Chriſtans, truſt to 
the veracity of God, that he will for ever defend 
the holy revelation that he hath given us. Let 
us on our part, treat it as becomes its dignity 
and omnipotent Author. Let us not turn our 
religion into a play, nor diſhonour it with bau- 
bles, as the manner of the popiſh crafiſmen is, 
who convert their churches into puppet-ſhows 
and muſic- meetings; and then, when they are 
laughed at, cry they are in danger. Pretty fel- 
lows, to raiſe our mirth whether we will or no, 
and then make us choak ourſelves to keep it in. 
Their craft is in danger to be ſet at nought. They 
| know its value, and quake, 4eſt other people 
| ſhould know it too. Oh the impudence of 
craftſmen! How boldly they mock Gods and 
in his name "re . e 
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hee us obſerve, third] ly, my dennen that 
the Chriſtian religion, which prevailed againſt all 
the powers of the world, cannot be in danger 
from all the powers of the world: and every 
church may be in danger but a Chriſtian church. 
Let us praiſe the Lord, my Chriſtian n that 
our church i is ſafe. £19 
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1 ee Weview'corke 28th verſe : Aud when. 
they beard theſe ſayings, they were fall of wrath, 
and cried out, Jong, Gree! is Diana f the Epbe- 
. = 


We 
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We may remark here, ff, my friends, the 


violent effects of a hot ſermon, however abſurd 
and villanous. Here is Dr. Demetrius, whoſe 
craft was all his religion, lugs heaven into a 
diſpute about his trade, and tacks the ſalvation 
of his hearers to the gain which he made of his 
ſhrines; yet this awakened no indignation in the 


ſeduced and ill-judging auditory ; but ſtreight 
hey were full of wrath, and cried out, ſaying, Great 


is Diana of the bee tans: The e 11 
church! Ik 


Secondly 1 We may remark; that 8 is 


ö the mother of zeal. They were full of wrath. 
For what? Why for Diana of Epheſus. A god 
created by a ſtone- cutter; an inſenſible piece of 
a rock, guarded by a band of prieſts ; who, hard 
as it was, picked a fine livelihood out of it. But 
Paul had opened ſome men's eyes, and the loaves 
began to come in but ſlowly. This enraged the 

craftſmen, and they enraged the people. The 

prieſts loſt cuſtomers, and the people loſt their 
| ſenſes. Such is the power of deluſion over dark 


and ſlaviſn minds! Let but the prieſt point at a 
windmill, and cry the church is falling, his con- 


gregation will venture their brains to ſtop the 


fails. What a rare army does zeal raiſe, when 


religion and reaſon ao: not ſpoil the muſter, or 
: * cheir march 1 


1 
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— —— 
The next is the 29th verſe; Aud the whole 
city was filled with confuſion; and having cau gbr 
Gaius and Ariſtarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul's 


companions in travel, they 3 with ons accord 
into the theatre. 


Aud the whole city was filled with confuſion. 
Who doubts it, when church was the cry, and 
the prizfts had begun it? give them but their 
way, and allow them but to aſſert their own 
claims, they will quickly turn all things, human 
and divine, topſy-turvey. Here is a whole city 
thrown into confuſion, purely becauſe a branch 
of the prieſtly trade, infamous, forged, and irre- 
ligious, was like to fall before the word of: God 5 
| _— by Paul. 
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Faſt, This ſhews, Sing; that there is nothing P 
ry lying and ſo vile, that they will not juſtify. 
They knew that their church was a creature of 
their own compoſing ; that the worſhip per- 
formed in it was burleſque-worſhip, contrived 
by themſelves, and paid to a ſenſeleſs image; 
and they knew that the whole was an impudent 
_ deluſion, framed by human invention. And yet, 
you ſee, my beloved, how they raiſe heaven and 
earth, in defence of their forgeries and ſuper- 
ſtitions. Not a tittle will they part with, not a 
ſhrine, not a ceremony. No, rather than _ : 
$0 they 
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decry ſober piety, they raiſe a ſedition, and con- 
ound all __ "WI this e we have our 
: w. % K * 


Paul and the craft/men! When men contend for 
truth, they do it calmly, becauſe they are ſure 


of its weak foundation, flies inſtantly for ſupport 
to rage and oppreſſion. Paul reaſons peaceably 
and powerfully ; Demetrius deceives, ſcolds, and 
raiſes a mob. But I defy the craftſmen to ſhew | 
me one mob of Paul's * in all the New 
Teſtament. 


5 blended politicks nor gain with his doctrine; z he 
had no factious deſigns; he meddled not with 
human affairs? he taught peace, and practiſed it; 
he had no grimace to ſupport; no mock-reve- 


fraud, and expoſed it; he ſhewed the people the 

manifeſt truths of the goſpel, and of reaſon, and 

that preſently opened their eyes to ſee the 

5 impious deluſions and bold impoſitions of the 

reigning prieſts; and hence began the rage of 
Dr. Demetrius and his mob. 


they publiſh lies, they: deceive the people, they 


1 Behold * the different 8 | 
of truth and falſehood! or, in other words, of 


that it will ſupport itſelf. But error, conſcious 


The elle wanted no hah he neither 


rence to acquire or defend; he abhorred pious 


' Thirdy, 5 
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Wall birdy, From this you may learn, my 
friends, that one man, with truth on his ſide, 1s | 


enough to frighten a whole army, yea, a whole 
| hierarchy of craftſmen, and to defeat them, if he 
has but a fair hearing. You ſee alfo the grace- 


leſs methods that red-hot high-prieſts take, to 


confute ſuch a man: firſt; they dreſs him up as 
an atheiſt and an enemy to the church, and then 


ſet the mob upon him; for the law was not 


apainſt Paul, as we ſhall ſee preſently, and yet 


they meant to deſtroy Paul againſt law. An im- 
placable tribe! no power cannot ſatisfy them, 


that has either mercy in it, or bounds to it: 


- craft is their calling, and hes and violence the 


tools of their rack. 


Oh, my Chriſtian friends ! what 8 are 


men, yea, what wolves are prieſts, when they 
have hardened themſelves againſt the grace of 


God? Without meekneſs and peace there can be 
no ſuch thing as the fear of the Lord; witneſs Dr. 
Demetrius, and thoſe that are like him. Let us 
pray for their amendment, that it would pleaſe 


bow nn their en mind. 


4 having cent Gaius and. Aridarabuts 
men of Macedonia, Paul's companion in travel, _ 


_ with c one accord into ons temple. 1 A111 
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Gaius and Ariſtarchus, Diſtenters, to be fie, 
and non-conformiſt preachers! men of Macedonia; 
foreigners too, ever the averſion of high church! 
Paul's companions in travel! How! bare com- 
panions? Methinks that is ſomething familiar, 
unleſs perhaps, they were lords, archbiſhops of 
ſome country where they did not reſide. But 
Paul, you ſee, had no ſpiritual pride, nor re- 

ceived his fellow-chriſtians upon the knee, as 
ſome who pretend to be his ſucceſſors at Rome, 

| —_ TED oth in our * 85 | 


= hey eau wid. one 280 into Y Sans: 
Ay, they had got their prey, a brace of non-cons, 
and carried them into the play-houſe to beat 
them. What hooping and hallooing, I warrant 
ye, about the two godly Chriſtians! How many 
fanatics think ye, they were called, and difturbers 
of the peace of Diana's high church? Doubtleſs 
they were charged with writing books and papers 
againſt Diana's clergy, and the eſtabliſhed gew- 
gas, and perhaps, Paul was ſuſpected for hay- 
ing a hand in them, and ſome of his Epiſtles 
were produced to make good the charge. Well! 
here they are, the prieſts their accuſers, the mob 
their judges, and truth their crime! Men and 
wickedneſs are ſtill the lame ; 3 we have ſeen the 
like 1 in our times. WoL 


And 


Aud wwhin Paul would have entered in unto the 
people the diſciples ſuffered him not, ver, 30. Here 


of men who knew the mercy of prieſts and mobs. 
And therefore, certain of the chief of Afia, which 
were his friends, ſent unto him, defiring that be 


" not em ma were come together. 


true genius of a rabble, led by their prieſts and 


They are united in their zeal to do miſchief; but 


will be heard firſt, 


85 8 rare picture of our ak mob, bane 
by one of themſelves in a gown; J mean, our 
modern Demetrius. I think the man is no great 
Ws „„ craftſman; 
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is, on one hand, the boldneſs of a man who has 
God for his guide; and on the other, the prudence 


would not adventure MIR into the theatre, ver. 31. 


The 32d wel is pregnant with inftrudtion. 
Some therefore cried one thing, and ſome another; 


| for the aſſembly was confuſed, and the more part 


Some cried one thing, | and 1 0 aber The 
their paſſions, againſt peace and againſt religion! 


they differ how they ſhall go about it. They 
are for the church, Diana's church, it is true; 
and ſhew it by rage and noiſe; but they are 
under no rules, except the general one taught 
them by the craftſmen, namely, to be fierce 
for the church, againſt the apoſtle ; for the reſt, 
every man is his own maſter, 0 ey. man 
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and would have made his 9 unto the people. 
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chafiſinad ; but he has got Diana in his head, and 
he himſelf is in the head of the rabble: but, as 


to the point of underſtanding, we may, throw 


bim and his rabble together into one ſhort 
prayer, and cry with our bleſſed Lord, when the 
Jewiſh Prieſts were putting him to death, for 
bearing witneſs againſt their carnal inventions, 
their hypocriſy and their cruelty ; Father, forgive 
rem J "= ”y now not what ob do. 


27 be afembly Was confuſed. There was no 
order, no reaſon, no moderation among them. 
The very type of our high church mob again! 
And the more part knew not wherefore they were 


come together: that is, though, as I ſaid before, 


they came determined to do miſchief, yet they 
| were at a loſs what ſpecies of it to go about, till 
their general, the prieſt, gave them the word. 
Oh, my beloved, let us lament the horrible ftate 
of thoſe poor unregenerate ſouls, whoſe paſtors 
| feed them with poiſon inſtead of the food of 
| life, and teach them rage inſtead of religion. 
Take warning, Sirs, I ſay unto you, take warn- 
ing; beware of Diana and her craftſmen, and 


cdeave to your bibles as you love 1 ſouls. 


E And they drew wider out 4 of the nad, f 
the Jetos (the believing Jews) putting him for- 


ward. And Alexander beckoned with his hand, 


But 
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Bur when they knew that he was a Jew (that 
is a beheving Jew) ' all with one voice about the 
ſpace of two hours, cried out great is Diana of the 


1006808 yer, 337 34 


Wie there ever ſuch a n of twin caſes 


as theirs and ours! Verily, our high church 


bigots and ragamuffins are the undoubted de- 


ſcendants of Diana's Tories at Epheſus ſixteen 


hundred years ago. Nor is the breed one whit 


mended; they are ſtill the black-guard of ae 


craftſmen, blind, outrageous, and an 


We too, my bretheren, would, like has good | 
Alexander in my text, make our defence unto 


the people; but they will not hear us. Pray 
mark the different manner of our diſputing from 


theirs, and the contrary arguments we uſe ! we | 


appeal to the bible; they cry, the church! and 


anſwer the word of the Bent with a brick -bat: 2 


oh horrible * 


— is N * the E e high church . 


for ever! and it is likely they ſwore to jt. This 


| was the cry for the ſpace of two hours. Poor 
ſouls! it was all they could jay, and all that their 4 
Prieſts had taught them to ſay, Great is Diana of 


the Epheſians! Was ever church more pithily 


defended ! Certainly the cra ftſmen of our days 
have learned their logic from their Epheſian 


| predeceſſors, . is Diana of the Epheſians ! 
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| | 4 — rr renner 
I have heard a ſermon a full hour long upon the 
ſame ſubje&, and yet not more ſaid, nor better. 


You have already, my beloved, heard two 
ſpeeches, one from the craftſmen, and the other 
from the mob. Dr. Demetrius being in the 
chair, tells his brethren of the trade, that by this 
craft (obſerve, by this craft!) they had their 
wealth. This is the firſt part of his ſermon; 
and in troth he puts the beſt leg foremoſt, and 

uſes his ſtrongeſt argument firſt : he fairly puts 
the ſtreſs of his faith upon the ready rhino, and in 
the very dawn of his diſcourſe, ſhews himſelf to 
be orthodox. I dare ſay, the whole convocation 
was convinced. He has, however, a rare gud- 
geon behind for the mob; and what ſhould that 
be, trow ye, but a charge of hereſy againſt Paul? 
The apoſtle had the aſſurance to publiſh, for- 
ſooth, that they be no gods which are made with 
bands: terrible atheiſm againſt the eſtabliſhed di- 
Y n and you ſee what a bitter ſpirit it raiſed. 


Nias » 1 my friends, was the prieft's ſpeech or 
ſermon: now hear the mob's ſpeech once more, 
for it is a rarity, as we fay in Berkſhire. Why, 
they cried out till their throats were jaded, Great 
is Diana of the Ephofians ; and lugged a couple 
of painful Diſſentuag miniſters into the bear- 
garden, where I am. ſorry we muſt leave them to 
the e of high chchn. 


Now, 
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Now, my Chriſtian friends, you ſhall hear a 
third ſpeech, which by its honeſty, moderation, 
and good ſenſe, will refreſn you after all the 
knavery and impudence in the craftſmen, and all 
"_ ſottiſhneſs and wy" in the people. 13 


Aud when the town-clerk bad 3 the 
people, be ſaid, Ye men of Epheſus, what man is 
| there that knoweth not how that the city of the 
Epheſians. is a worſhipper of the great Goddeſs 
Diana, and of the image which fell down from 
Jupiter? Seeing then that theſe things cannot be 
ſpoken againſt, ye ought to be quiet, and do nothing 
raſbly: For ye have brought hither theſe men, which 
are neither robbers of churches," nor yet blaſphemers 
of your Goddeſs. Wherefore, if Demetrius, and the 
crafiſmen which are with him, have a matter againſ®s 
any man, the law is open, and there are deputies ; 
let them implead one vr, ver. 3 [| 36, 375 \ | 
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his is the ſpeech of a kia NN a lawyer! ” 
T hink ye not, my friends, that he was a low 
churchman? J wot he was. 


e FOR that thoſe RI cannot be 8 
againſt. Right Mr. Town-clerk ! their dowdy 
image was eſtabliſhed by law; and if it had been 
a broomſtick, it wonld have had the prieſts on 
its ſide, and muſt have been worſhipped : Where 
 , the carcaſs is, there will * Raves be gathered 

com ? 8 IE „ bid | 


nn 2e 
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"Fe age 10 be quiet, and to do nothing 57% 
So they would, if the prieſts had let them alone. 
But the craftſmen had goaded their ſides with 


the cry of the church, till the you! Boy IR 
were ſtruck mad. 


nat man is FRY that | knoweth not, &c. 
Why every body knew that Madam Diana's 
palace at Epheſus had more ſuperſtition and 
Peter-pence paid to it, and conſequently had a 
greater ſwarm of chaplains, than all the divinity 
| ſhops in Aſia beſides. She had men and money 
of her ſide. What! could not all this ſecure 

her? No; her bully-boys were afraid of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, and two or three Diſſenting ne, 
his . 8 


et the image wobich fu down from Jupiter. 
8 F el down from Jupiter! What great liars ſome 
prieſts are, my beloved! They will needs fetch 
all their fables and filthy ware out of heaven 
itſelf; and yet who has leſs intereſt there? Their 
very ballads and raree-ſhews are favoured upon 
divine right. Oh Sirs, the brazen front of ſuch 
men! The town-clerk here conforms himſelf to 


their manner of ſpeaking. But take ad word 
5 for 1 it, the man knew better. . 


7 be i image be fall down from upiter:. As 

L was juſt now ſaying, all the prieſts' lumber 
comes n God; and yet they are ſcared out 
of 
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of their wits, left man ſhould take it from 
them: as if God could not defend his own gifts 
and inſtitutions. This prepoſterous conduct be- 
ttays them. Either they believe not in God; 
or know that they belie him: both caſes, my 


brethren, are very common. Whoſoever feareth 
the Lord, need nat d what man can dot unto him. 


Mr. Town-Clerk- FOI : For ye los 
brought hither theſe men, which are neither rob bers 


. ada. nor . 2 of rk Godde eſs. 


iT Well urged, * If the men are innocent why | 
* do you abuſe them? If they preach falſe doc- 
© trine, why do ye not confute them? If they 


c come not to your eſtabliſhed church, why do 


cc ye not convince them that they ought to come? 
Or, becauſe ye cannot anſwer them, do ye 
© therefore mob them? It is plain, that the 


| © honeſt men have neither ſtolen any of your 


c Madam's conſecrated trinkets, 1 nor called her 
_ whore.” 


Ry” PEO if Demetrius, N % un nen 


| 5 which are with him, have a matter againſt any 


man, the law is open, and there are a, let F 


Om 1 . one another. 


Better fill! This is reaſoning now; a 88 5 


| tice Wit the craftſmen do not care for; t the 
_ 0 * 5 arm 
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arm of fleſh is their beſt argument, and at that 
too they are generally laid in the dirt. Gen- 
te tlemen,” (ſays the town-clerk) © it is evident 
ce that ye diſtruſt your cauſe, by not truſting the 
© merits of it to the law. All external advantages 
ce are for you; ye are in your own town; ye 
ce have moſt friends and moſt money; and let 
© me tell ye too, Gentlemen, ye have moſt 
e aſſurance, elſe I ſhould never have found you 
© here bawling for your church, and breaking 
e the law, and to your eternal ſcandal, beſetting 
ce with your numbers a few harmleſs men, whoſe 
: cc. only arms lie in the innocence of their lives, 
© and in the force of what they ſay. If you are 
0 vanquiſhed at theſe weapons, have the honeſty 
« to. own it, or for ſhame be ſilent. If theſe 
men, Gentlemen, ſpeak againſt the law, why 
cc puniſh ye them not by the law? But if ye 


_ © have no law againſt chem, neither have r 55 
ce any eee 


— 


What lo. trow ye, did the n or 
their calves, the multitude, make to this? Why 
55 verily, ſuch an anſwer, I gueſs, as they are wont 
to make to us every day: I ſuppoſe they damned 
him for a obig, and ſo got drunk, and went thome. | 


a my friends, the 8 . of 
men that are out of Chriſt. And ſuch are they 


Who take cheir en from the crafiſnen. The 
111 if 7 amen 5 
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worſhippers of Diana would have been as out- 
rageous for one of her beagles, had the craftſ- 
men told them that the beagle came down from 
Jupiter. My brethren, let us cleave unto our 
bibles, yea, I ſay unto you, let us cleave unto 
our bibles. | V—n!; 


III. I come now to my third and laſt 
general head, namely, so end my diſcourſe with 
a ſhort word of application; having, as I went 
along, anticipated myſelf, and made ſeveral ob- 
ſervations which would elſe have ariſen patly here. 


he great inference I ſhall make is, that 

craftſmen, or high churchmen, are at odds with 
conſcience and truth, and afraid of them. And 
Indeed, to do them juſtice, though in relation to 
God and religion, there is no believing what they 

| ſay; yet whenever they reaſon from their own 


intereſts, they reaſon well. By this craft we bave 
our wealth, As to their flouriſh about Diana 


and her high church, it has not, in point of argu- 
ment, common ſenſe in it. All they aſſert is, 


that all Aſia worſhipped her; as if, becauſe 


Diana was then uppermoſt, therefore Jeſus Chriſt 
ought to have been kept undermoſt. They could 
not ſtand Paul's logic; he appealed to facts, he 
appealed to reaſon, he appealed to conſcience, _ 


| They therefore (that is, Diana's high prieſts, 


or overſeers of her fopperies, and fingerers of her 


2p 2 
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gain) form a deſign to oppreſs a man whom they 
could not anſwer. There was no bearing it, that 
men ſhould be conducted in their religion by 
inward conviction and the grace of God, and 
not by them, who had no advantage from , 
for the e of their W eee 


ie if all external trumpery "EP grimace 
in n were certainly ridiculous and vain, as 
the Chriſtian religion teaches: if poſtures, cringes, 


ſhrines, muſic, and the like bodily devotion, were 


ſo far from ſignifying any thing, that they were 
a certain and pernicious contradiction to the 
ſimple inſtitution of Jeſus, whoſe will was ful- 
filled by believing in him, and living well; then 
were the craftſmen like to be but little reve- 
renced, and to have but little cuſtom for their 


ſhrines and their ſmall wares. A prieſt drefſed 
1 5 in an attic coat, and making mouths before 
2 dead image, would make a merry figure be- 


fore the people, inſtead of an aweful one, as for- 


maerly; and in the midſt of all their holy hubbub 


and ſolemnity, a Chriſtian need but to aſk them 


one ſhort queſtion, Vyho required theſe things = 


bh, . bands ? 8 * were mne 


What 4 they as 3 in this caſe? Do | 


1 5 A defend Fug church-gear by reaſon, or by 


reaſon confute Paul? No: Paul afferted, that 

they be no gods which are made with hands: the 

moſt t ſelf-evident truth that was ever aſſerted by 
33 any 
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any man. They cannot anſwer it; nor yet will 
they own themſelves in the wrong; but they 


will puniſh the apoſtle for being in the right. 


Well; in order to do this, do they go to law 
with him? Not that neither: Paul and his 


companions had offended no law: they were 


peaceable men; they were loyal ſubjects, and 
good livers: they were contenders for virtue 
and piety! and they had not uttered a ſyllable 
againſt Diana's idol, but what reſulted from * 
eternal * N they delivered. 


What a then bs the criſis eks 0 
them? Why a very extraordinary one in itſelf, 


but very common with them; even the courſe 
of unprecedented power and oppreſſion. They 
were chargeable with no legal crime: all their 
offence was, that they enraged the craftſmen, by 
opening the goſpel of day-light upon the dark 
minds of the miſled multitude. They therefore 
ſhew their rage, and have the innocent men 
ſeized and deprived of their liberty, without the 


ſhadow of a legal proceſs againſt them. Nay, it 
does not appear that they had yet found a name 
for the erime that they alleged, but the men 


great Is” 

This ſhows cho ir ſpirit; and that nen rage 
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nes of humanity, of law, and of den itſelf, 
It cannot brook the leaſt good office done to 
human- kind; all its abſurdities are ſacred; and 
yet nothing 1 is ſacred enough to mollify or re- 
ſtrain it, ever unforgiving, ever gnaſhing its 
teeth. Truth will perpetually . be its foe, and 
| therefore: | it will EY be in a flame. 


And this ſhews too the amiablenef of i an 
oppoſite ſpirit; I mean, the amiable ſpirit of the 
goſpel. Where did ever our bleſſed Saviour, 
who held all power in heaven and earth, and 
could command legions of angels; where, or 
when did he, in the midſt of dangers, oppoſition, 
and abuſes, ever oppreſs or puniſh even his un- 


| believing and implacable enemies? Where did . 
ever Paul, who had the power and aſſiſtance of 


the Holy Ghoſt, and who had the power and 
_ aſſiſtance of miracles, where and when did he 
ever ſhew any reſentment to his bittereſt foes 
among the Jews, or his moſt idolatrous gain- 


1 layers among the Gentiles | 


And whar- account is to given for this dia- 
5 metrically oppoſition between theſe two ſpirits ? 
1 mean, the ſpirit of the goſpel, and the ſpirit of 
high-prieſts? Why, none but this, that Chriſt 
and his apoſtles ſought no empire but over 
wickedneſs and error, by the ſole means of 
grace, gentleneſs, and en and they who 
5 have 
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have oppoſite ends to ſerve, muſt bring them 
about by deluſion, violence, and force. This I 
will maintain is a certain criterion to mark out 


truth and falſhood, and true and falſe teachers. 
And I defy all the prieſts upon earth to ſhew, 
that the internal religion of Jeſus, wants for its 


ſtay or its advancement, the external 5 ae 


of worldly power. It was, always pureſt, and 


flouriſhed moſt, when all human power was 
_ againſt it. Slaves and hypocrites may be made 


by it; but religion Os in Oe and . 


When men are angry in defence of their 
5 opinions, and oppreſs for their ſake; let them 
not belie Chriſt, and ſay, it is for him: but let 
their paſſions be made to anſwer for what no- 

thing but their paſſions can produce. Why 
muſt ambition, avarice, and revenge, be fathered 
upon religion, which abhors them all? Why 
muſt bitterneſs and cruelty, be laid at the door 


of the Father of Mercies? Puget hec bel 
nobis, Ko. 


BP 431i e's 


5 We cannot bear ſuch violence offered t to our. 
= reaſon and our language, as any longer to hear f 
things called by wrong and unnatural names; or 


to ſee barbarous and impious actions varniſhed 
over with holy colours and godly pretences. It 
gets the better of our patience, and is an affront 


to our religion. We cannot find Chriſt in wwe. 
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actions of Belial; nor can we ſee thi holy man 


in the oppreſſor. They that would reſemble 


Jeſus Chriſt, muſt do as he did, and not do what 


he never did; and they who will in any caſe 
follow the religious meaſures taken here by the 
idolaters of Diana, in the caſe of Paul, muſt 
forego their title to Chriſtianity, and argue as 
© theſe idolaters did, By this craft we have our 

wealth; and then the religion of the new teſta- 
| ment will not be REN in their RE. 


* * who” 3 Paul, or any dody that bs 


high to him? Is one man ſuch a terror to 


many, that he muſt be puniſhed before it appears 


that he deſerved any - puniſhment at all, and 
before he is heard; or is it dangerous to hear 
him? And are they afraid of his defence in a 
legal trial, as much as of his my and yo 7 


his ien * 


let 18 wha chit derne PE Qik is 


power without law, was the whole ſcope of their 
proceedings, and revenge their only motive. It 

zs plain, that Paul was not running away: his 

| whole buſineſs was to publiſh truth; he was at 
1 dme on purpoſe; he did it every day; he 
preached in public; he taught in their ſyna- 
—_ gogues, he diſputed in their ſchools. And he 
E. did all this ſo publicly and ſo effectually, that the 
c⁊ reb-crafiſnan charges him with having perſuaded 


and 
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ad turned away much people. Ay, has oriped ; 
his reaſoning ING * the ol Was in | 
danger. ; 


Let us now, my beloved, mark the very 


different ſituation of Paul and his adverſaries; 


they were in poſſeſſion of an eſtabliſhed church, 
and of all its revenues, and of the ſuperſtition of 
the people, who run mad for the church at the. 
pleaſure of the prieſt. The law, no doubt, was 
partial to them, being made by men of their 
own religion; and the judges and magiltrates 
were all of the ſame. The people were of opi- 
nion that their church was of divine inſtitution, 
and that heaven was on their ſide. The philo- 
ſophers, and all they who governed their ſchools, 
and had the education of youth, were of that 
church, being every one heathens, except per- 
| haps a few who judged for themſelves, and could 
diſtinguiſh natural religion, inſtituted by God, 
from the abſurd medley of rituals, invented by 
the prieſts. The Chriſtian religion was as yet but 
in its infancy. In ſhort, the craftſmen governed 
all things. Earth was in their poſſeſſion, and 
1 heaven they rant was their champion. N 


[Vere are ſecurities and rb enough 
to put truth out of countenance, had truth been 
amongſt them, In reality, , the wants not ſo 


many. 
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many. But falſhood can never have enough. 
'The craftſmen knew this, and ſhewed that they 
did ſo by their outrageous behaviour. 


Loet us now view Paul, and fee whit terrible 
arms he bears, that are fo frightful to the craftſ- 
men; he was a ſtranger, he was a Diſſenter; he 

had no equipage to dazzle people's eyes; no 
pompous garments to win their reverence, nor 
wealth to bribe their affections; he ſought no 
8 popularity, by indulging men in their vices, or 
encouraging them in their errors. In ſhort, all 
the numerous advantages of his adverſaries, the 
prieſts, were ſo many obſtacles and diſadvantages 
to him, the apoſtle. To conclude, he had only : 
truth on his ſide; which rendered him. an over- 
match for all the prieſts then in the world. All 
the privilege, all the advantage which he deſired, 
was a fair hearing. This, it ſeems, he had ob- 
te ined of the town; and it had its effect. Here 
was his crime, and here began the prieſtly fury, 
the fierceſt, the moſt brutiſh of all others. 


/-Shamalef' men ! 15 was it not SY that 
. ; reaſon and religion were both againſt you; and 
1 chat you would neither be proſelytes to them 
4H yourſelves, nor ſuffer, with your wills, that others 
| ſhould: but muſt you likewiſe be proclaiming 
their invincible power, and your own imbecility 
and 


0 
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and nakedneſs, by virulently uſing direct, undiſ- 
guiſed force, to ſtop their mouths ? a im- 
pudence! What 9 


What! you that boaſted your n to 
che law, and your eſtabliſhment by the law ! you 
that were the poſſeſſors of all, ſcholarſhip! that 
were proprietors of the arts and ſciences, and of 
the great endowments given for their ſupport! 
you that inſtructed the young and the old, and 
controuled the conſciences of both! you that were 
the ſacred adminiſtrators of religion; you that 
ſhut and opened heaven and hell! you that were 
the privy counſellors of the gods! In the name 
of amazement what could undermine you; what 
could anpoy you, or, if you are not hurt your- 
ſelves, why do you oppreſs others? By this me- 
thod you do but ſhew your cloven feet. Feſus 
we know, and Paul we know, but who are je? 
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